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Trips  and  Events  
May 15—  DDRC Monthly meeting at the White Rock Lake 

May 17— Fort Parker Cleanup— DDRC members and friends are invited to join Tom Taylor, Environ-
mental Chairman, in Mexia,TX to clear reeds and brush between the camping area and the boat launch 
at the Navasota River.  TPWD lacks funds to to this worthwhile project.  Contact Tom Taylor at 214-
726-0153 or check website. 

May 24-26 Lower Mountain Fork and Little River Memorial Day trip—Meet at Ambush Adventures east 
of  Broken Bow, OK, at 9 am Sat.  Bring needed essentials (and fishin’ rod) for 3 days, 2 nites on the 
river and its islands.  We will paddle the LMF to the Little to Horastio, AK.  Call Bryan Jackson (972-
979-2519) or check the DDRC website for directions and details. 

May 31—June 1– Swiftwater Rescue Class, San Marcos, TX.  The Power Olympic Center will be host-
ing this 2-day event, beginning at 8 am Sat.  Both land and water-based instruction willl be given.  Con-
tact Larry Lewis at 817-496-6276 or check the DDRC website for details.                                                      
Wednesday Nights Paddle and Roll Sessions at Rockledge Park on Lake Grapevine.(May—October 8) 

Friday Nights—Paddle and Roll sessions at Kirby Creek Nadatorium in Grand Prairie on the 2nd Fri-
day of each month through December 12th. 

June 14th —Moonlight Float on the Brazos River—Be at the Lake  Whitney Dam at 5:30 for an 8 
mile paddle downriver at night.  Bring your dinner,  headlamp, camp chair (optional) and $6 for 
takeout fee.  Contact Jerry Johnson (817-496-6276) for details or check the DDRC website. 

June 14th  - Texas Water Safari  

June 19th —DDRC Monthly meeting at the Circle Grill, NW Hwy. 

June 28th  Urban Paddle and Potluck Adventure  Location TBD 

 
DDRC T-shirts available at our 
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Dear Canoe/Kayak and River Enthusiasts ~   Canoe Trail Goliad  and the San Antonio River    
Authority  are hosting a summer paddling adventure on the bea utiful San Antonio River in Go-
liad County June 7, 2008 - free shuttle  and FREE LUNCH  to all registered paddlers!   We would 
greatly appreciate your sharing the attached invita tion with your members.   Thank you!  
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 Brazos River Cleanup 

By Bryan Jackson 

 As I have said before, you don’t need trash pickers or a bunch of plastic trash bags to clean the Brazos down 
by Glen Rose. You need tools, big ones. Shovels, picks and digging bars were the order of the day as we set 
off from Tres Rios campground. The first gravel island we came to produced close to a hundred dumped 
tires, most were at least halfway or more buried in 
sand or gravel some were submerged in up to knee 
deep water as well. It makes for hard work, even after 
you get the hang of breaking them loose. Ed Lowe 
the cleanup coordinator and leader of Friends of the 
Brazos had secured permission from a local land-
owner for us to pile tires on his property. This saved 
us from having to paddle our first load all the way to 
the takeout and allowed us to mine a couple more 
beaches and islands. All told we plucked out close to 
300 tires by the end of the cleanup. Hats off the vol-
unteers from all the local clubs who turned out! Worst 
part is that thanks to some unscrupulous landowners 
and tire dealers, we will probably get just as many 
next year.   
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�MEDINA RIVER CLEANUP ‘08 

We came, we paddled and we cleaned up! 

 

 On May 2-4,  Carolee  Doty, Sam Sloan, Cathy Smith and myself made the  6+ hour trek 
down to Bandera, Texas in the hill country to participate in the Annual Medina River Cleanup.   

 On my first clean up as the Environmental Committee Chair, I was disappointed with our 
turn out.  I know it was a long distance to travel but the Medina River and the town of Bandera 
are definitely worth the trip.  There were paddlers from Austin, Houston, San Antonio and even 
New Mexico.   

 We worked section eight with Gary Tupa from San Antonio and managed to fill our boats 
with cans, bottles, foam, clothing, concrete and steel fence posts, cinder blocks, lounge chairs, 
sheet metal, motor bikes….and the list goes on.   We all filled a 20 foot roll-on, roll-off  trash 
container to overflowing.  That evening, we were served some great barbeque, soft drinks, beer 
and wine…and had the run of the pool and hot tub at Pioneer RV Resort.    

 Unfortunately the toobers and fishermen don’t seem to care what they leave behind so 
it’s up to us to clean up after them if we want to have pristine streams and rivers to enjoy, fish 
and paddle.  So next time you see a river or lake cleanup on the calendar, consider lending a 
hand and your boat so we can make a difference. 

Thomas Taylor ,  Environmental Chair 
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 South Llano River Trip - by Sam Sloan 

 I arrived at South Llano state park Friday after a  scenic drive thru the hill country.   After 
passing Llano  the signs of civilization diminished  and the beauty of the countryside was seen more 
clearly.  Kathy Smith and I went for a hike on one of the State park trails and in ten minutes, we 
had spotted an armadillo close up, two deer peeking  at us, and several jack rabbits hopping about.   

 Saturday we were up early and prepared to shuttle up to the second crossing from the park 
on 377.  On hand were George Lackey, Kathy Smith, B arbara Olhman, Charles Russell and daugh-
ter, Bethany, Marc McCord, Walter Valez, Tim Stanto n and myself.  The river had many small, but 
fun rapids and drops. The beauty of the clear sprin g-fed river was stunning,   as it flowed over the 
white limestone into aqua pools.  Many large pecan trees lined the river.  We spotted a water snake 
and lots of large fish in the clear water.  The len gth of the trip was a little over 13 miles accordin g 
to Marc's GPS.  The park has nice facilities and is  well maintained. 

 After taking out at the park we showered and went into town for a Mexican dinner. The 
place we went was full of bikers (touring) and kids  on prom night.  Back at camp that night some of 
the  group went for a long hike after dark and had a bri ef encounter with a skunk. Fortu-
nately the skunk didn't feel threatened and left ou r hikers alone. 

 Junction and were out by noon for the drive home.  I would highly recommend this trip in April or 
November. The river being spring fed usually has en ough water flow. I would definitely like to do 
this trip again, and take my bike for riding throug h the extensive trails in the park. 
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REFLECTIONS ON BOQUILLAS CANYONS, ‘08  

By Carolee Doty 

 

~ 20’ stands of cane bushes along all river banks, drinking up river water,... originally planted  
by US. 

~ 1200’ – 1500’ majestic canyon walls and cliffs. 

~ Vertically striated igneous walls...directly opposite horizontally layered sedimentary walls. 

~ briefly conversing with a band of 8-10 Mexican riders coming to the river. 

~ three IN the center of the (narrow) river dragging something up as I yell,  “Cuidado! Con  per-
misso!                 (Careful!  Move over!)…they don’t move an inch! 

~ Red Ear turtles with no natural predators….sunning on logs as we pass within 4 feet. 

~ waking up at 9 am and getting on the river at 1:15 after some arduous hours of breaking 
camp, double   bagging and fitting everything into its niche in and on my kayak. 

~ dreadlocked river guides (men & women) leading bands of students asking us, “How far are 
you  going today?” (as they are stopping for the day and we’re just getting warmed up!) 

~ eating lunch on a riverbank with a small, sleepy palomino standing on the US side, wearing 
nothing  but a brand, looking at the other side. 

~children at the riverbank in the trailer town of Boquillas del Carmen trying to sell us race gates 
as walking sticks. 

~a whirlwind coming up out of nowhere at 8:30 pm and rolling my full tent down the bank...as 
we sat eating Lipton rice sides ‘n chicken. 

~  a little donkey trotting away as I get out of the tent onto the sandy beach the first morning . 

~ Texas Tech students on spring break to get and study river water samples. 

~ bushwacking uphill and over fallen cane, thigh-high grass and donkey trails to find a place to 
camp with river access….but then, 

~ going to sleep the second night in Mexico looking across at a full moonlit US canyon wall…
and waking up the next morning to the same gorgeous sunlit wall. 
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ROCK SNOT  
 

As if we don’t already have enough problems with hy drilla, salvina molesta and golden algae 
blooms, another new exotic species threatens our Te xas rivers and streams. It is called Rock 
Snot  or Didymo . It looks just like what comes out of your nose. Y ou’ll know it when you see 
it… it is disgusting. I became aware of this throug h my association with fly fishing groups. 
But recreational paddlers have about as much at sta ke as do fishermen. If not properly 
treated, Didymo can choke aquatic life and interrup t the food chain. If you are boating in a 
Rock Snot-infested stream, please take to heart the preventi ve measures outlined below. 
Wash your boats and gear.   

The single celled algae Didymosphenia geminata  is native to many cold water streams in the 
northern latitudes where it usually presents no pro blem. However, biologists in recent years 
have discovered the alga has become an aggressive i nvader. It is spreading around the world 
and is forming impenetrable mats that can be up to two feet thick and covers the entire bot-
tom of a stream or lake and makes it impossible to fish and not very pleasant to paddle or 
wade in, either. It is already having biological im pacts and the science community has yet to 
discover all of the damage that it causes. As of 20 07 it has been found in and is spreading in 
the New England states, West Virginia, North & Sout h Carolina, Texas, Arkansas, Missouri 
and almost every western mountain state.  It is a n ational bio-hazard and threat in New Zea-
land and has also spread to the UK and much of Euro pe.  

The following methods have been recommended to prev ent the spread of didymo: 

Check : Before leaving the river, remove all obvious clum ps of algae and look for hidden 
clumps. Leave them at the site. If you find clumps later don't wash them down the drain, 
treat them with the approved methods below, dry the m and put them in a rubbish bin. 

Clean : Soak and scrub all items for at least one minute in either hot (60°C / 140°F) water, a 
2% solution of household bleach or a 5% solution of  salt, antiseptic hand cleaner or dishwash-
ing detergent. 

Dry : If cleaning is not practical (e.g. livestock, pet s), after the item is completely dry wait an 
additional 48 hours before contact or use in any ot her waterway. 
More information can be obtained about didymo / roc k snot at: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Didymosphenia_geminata  

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyI d=17523153 (Video) 

syotr,      

Richard Grayson 
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  Rain and high water threatened to put a damper on our Easter weekend trip up to KRiver camp up on the 
Kiamichi, but a few hardy individuals made the trip and were rewarded for their efforts by two days of outstanding 
paddling.  

  When Doug Bryans and I drove into KRiver on Friday afternoon, we expected to see some flooding. What 
we weren’t   expecting was to see the river well over 30,000 cfs. For those of you who have been up there, the 
river bank was between the  pavilion and the volleyball nets. Doug had one of the cabins reserved that normally 
stands about 30ft above the river, that afternoon it was a beach front retreat with the water lapping gently to feet 
in front of the porch.  We took drive up Buck Creek to see if we could squeeze in a run there, but found that it 
was also a lake, even a few miles upstream.  

  Given that it looked like a trip down the Kiamichi was not in the cards for Saturday, Doug called our friend 
Buddy Dunlap over in Rattan to get a report on the upper 
Little River. Buddy said that it was looking good, so we 
made plans to have him give us a shuttle up the Little.  

  Saturday morning Sam, Doug, John K., Jaws and 
I set out for Rattan and Buddy’s hunting camp.  We 
hooked my trailer up to his four wheel drive pickup and 
we set off up the west side of the river on some pretty 
rough roads. Last time we went up, we had taken the 
roads on the east side, which are much more  frequently 
traveled and generally better in condition, but it had been 
washed out by the flooding. The west road runs out about 
a half mile downriver from washed out bridge where we 
put in last time. It is also where the first big rapid is lo-
cated, so we paddled across the river and right into a 
solid class II run. 

 The river was about a foot or two higher than last 
year which made the good rapids even better and turned the shallow rocky sections into some nice rock gardens, 
wave trains and 15 miles of smiles on everyone’s faces.  After a stop for lunch and a few breaks to rest and 
dump water out of the boats, we cruised under the bridge at Cloudy, where Buddy was waiting to pick us up. We 
had a nice dinner at KRiver and watched the sun and the Kiamichi both go down. By Sunday morning the level 
had dropped to about 7500cfs, so Jaws, John K and I headed up to Pine Creek to do a 7 mile trip back to camp. 
The current was still moving pretty fast and 4 feet high. The usual mandatory portage around the low    water 
dam was transformed into a run able drop of about 3   feet.  The entire 7 miles took just less than an hour to run.  

 Those of you who decided to cancel, missed one of the best trips and two of the most exciting runs that 
we have had on either river. Well, maybe next time.   If you are interested in running the upper Little, just watch 
the gauges on the Kiamichi and the Glover, if one or the other moves up, chances are that the Little could have 
too. Just give Buddy a call at 580-587-2221 and he will check the level (no gauges up there) and get back with 
you. For a nominal fee, Buddy will drop you and your boat at the top and pick you up at the take out. Unless you 
are very familiar with the area, I would definitely take advantage of Buddy’s services.  
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Howdy Friends of the Brazos, 
  
I wanted to report some very positive news to everyone: 
  
1.        FBR applied for and received a $4000 grant from the Magnolia Trust of Houston and $15,000 from the Communities 
Foundation of Texas. Rick Lowerre, our new attorney, is very well versed in helping small organizations like ours raise 
money. He recommended FBR to the Magnolia Trust and we succeeded in our application. Our 2006 and 2007 Fall Fund-
raisers and Silent Auctions raised$14,000-$15,000 each to give you some perspective. 
2.        Our 5th Annual Brazos River Clean-up was our best yet. We had 75 volunteers. We cleaned up the stretch from Hwy. 
67 to Sandlin’s Camp (approx. 8 miles). We picked up 280 tires, a park bench, a fishing boat and several dumpsters of 
trash. Special thanks to Jack Cathy of Low Water Canoes and James Barnard, Somervell County Commissioner and FBR 
member, for arranging Somervell County’s help with picking up trash. James let us put tires on his property to be picked up 
and recycled later. James also picked up and hauled for recyling a stock trailer full of tires on 4/19. Special thanks also to: 
Jack Cathy, Low Water Canoes and Jimbo Rhodes of Rhodes Canoe Rentals for providing canoes and transportation for 
volunteers; Ranch House BBQ for a fabulous BBQ lunch; Cedars on the Brazos for great cookies; the new management at 
Tres Rios for generous hosting of the meeting and BBQ.  
3.        We are working with State Representative Keffer’s office and Brazos River Conservation Coalition to extend the 
John Graves    Scenic Riverway designation from Parker and Palo Pinto counties to Hood and Somervell counties. 
Somervell County Commissioner James Barnard is working to get a Commissioners Court Resolution. Rep. Keffer’s office 
will sponsor the House version and Sen. Kip Averitt will sponsor the Senate version. This designation would help various 
enforcement agencies maintain a clean Brazos River. We also need a Glen Rose Resolution. IF YOU KNOW SOMEONE 
ON THE GLEN ROSE CITY COUNCIL, PLEASE CONTACT ME.  
4.        On Saturday May 3, Jimmy and Jane Baldwin, owners of the Double J Hacienda & Art Ranch and FBR members, 
are hosting: An Evening Celebrating the Brazos River with legendary    Texas singer- songwriter and member of the Flat-
landers (with Joe Ely and Jimmie Dale Gilmore) Butch Hancock. Dinner at 7. Music at 8. The Double J, formerly Seybold 
Guest Ranch, is a beautiful guest ranch just west of Mineral Wells on the Brazos. THIS IS A BENEFIT FOR FBR SO 
PLEASE TRY TO ATTEND. The attachments have all the info.  
5.        I’ve requested that BRA release water from Lake Granbury to reach the Glen Rose area on weekends as they did in 
2006. I’ll let you know when I hear from them.  
6.        Our big work is to influence the BRA’s water right application with TCEQ. Our attorneys and scientist are watching 
this process carefully. I’ll keep you posted as this process moves forward. 
  
Thanks,  Ed 
 
Ed Lowe 
President 
Celebration, Inc. 
4503 West Lovers Lane 
P.O. Box 7330 
Dallas, TX  75209 
214-358-0612 
edlowe@celebrationrestaurant.com 
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Attention all DDRC Members: 

 During the year, various local groups,  

paddling clubs and the TRPA will be 
hosting cleanups on rivers around the 
state.  

  

1) Any DDRC member that participates 
in any two TRPA river cleanups will re-
ceive a FREE DDRC  T- SHIRT and   25 
miles credit towards the 2006 most 
miles paddled award (for each cleanup). 
2 cleanups = 50 miles, the more you 
clean the more you earn. 

  

2) Any DDRC member that participates 
in any two TRPA river cleanups and one 
of either Watermelon Cleanups in 
preparation for TRC XII, races for free 
in TRC XII. 
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