Newsletter of the Dallas Downriver Club—Visit our website at www.down-river.org
FINE PRINT - The DDRC Current News is published
monthly by the Dallas Downriver Club and is provided
to its members either by First Class postage or by
email. Opinions expressed herein are those of the individual authors and may or may not reflect the opinion
of the club or its officers.
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION of articles, announcements, events, trips, etc. is the 1st Thursday of
the month. It is on a come first served basis therefore
sooner is better.
DDRC BOARD MEETINGS are held every second
Tuesday of the month - 6:30 PM @ Enchilada’s
(directions on back of newsletter). All members are
welcome to attend to learn more about club business.

Take the
Trinity River
Challenge!
Events & Trips

August 2004

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Spread the Word—The Race is On! Registration is open for our 9th Annual, Trinity River Challenge, slated for September 11. Tell a friend and share in
the fun!

VOLUNTEERS needed & appreciated

Sign up at the meeting or contact Bryan Jackson now to offer to help either before the event or on race day. [bryan.jackson@paddlinpals.com or 972-9792519.] You can also contact Club VP Sam Sloan at svsloan@sbcglobal.net.
Please let us know if you can offer help in any way, large or small. Does anyone have a small generator to help run the race computers and sound system?
Join us at 9 a.m. on August 28th & September 4th for WATERMELON Cleanup days! Help us get McInnish park and the race course ready for race day.
Bring your boats, rakes, or a net, gloves and plenty of water. A limited number of
extra canoes will be available on a first come, first served basis.

Speakers Coming — At the August meeting, Bruce Litton will present the
regulations for using the TRPA property at Hidalgo Falls as an orientation/
certification for use of the property. Our
September speaker will be Adelaide Leavens of Streams & Valleys, talking about the
President Prattle
Trinity White Water Park and an exciting
Ft.
Worth White Water
new project being planned for Fort Worth.

Recurring: May 5—Sept.: Summer Roll Sessions (Every Wed. after 5pm)
Roll, paddle and rescue practice at Rockledge Park on Lake Grapevine. Contact
Keith Smith 940-566-4869 or email Keith_ccw@hotmail.com for information.
Aug. 21 (Sat.): Urban paddle (location TBD—check website)
Join us for our July Urban Paddle at 9 a. m. We will paddle for a couple of
hours and then have lunch, so bring a Potluck offering to feed your group and a
few more, chairs and tables, hats and sunscreen. Call Phil 214-564-9628
philip_lang@sbcglobal.net or Pat at 972-727-3586 pchamberlain29@hotmail.
com.
Aug. 28 ( Sat.): McInnish park morning watermelon clean-up, 9 a.m.
Come help us spiff things up for the Trinity River Challenge and cool off with a
slice of heaven!
Aug. 28 (Sat.): Moonlight Paddle, Brazos River
Meet at the park at the foot of the Whitney Dam at 5 p.m. Bring sun protection, plenty to drink and your dinner. Contacts: Bonnie Haskings 972-254-9672
or Jerry Johnson 817-267-5375.
Sept. 3 (Fri.—Mon.): Sabine Labor Day weekend trip
Sept. 4 (Sat): McInnish park (Carrollton) watermelon clean-up, 9a.m.
The race is on to get ready for race day. Let’s pitch in to make it a great day!
Sept. 11 (Sat.): 9th Annual Trinity River Challenge
Sept. 18 (Sat.): Urban Paddle
Sept. 24-25 (Fri.—Sun): Illinois River trip

Inside this Issue:

Hidalgo Falls
Rockport Ledge
July Urban Paddle
Sloshing on the Sabine
Race Raffle Items
Trinity River Challenge Rules &
Application

To you, from Phil… “Did you know
that the DDRC has a Bulletin Board
at our disposal? There is a website
called luv2paddle.com out there and
it has a section for the DDRC. I'm
on there ALL THE TIME. Are you
on there and I just don't know who
you are? This is a great tool for
communicating to other club members, gathering information for
trips and meeting paddling partners. Check out all the areas of the
website. There is a race section,
newbie section, trip report section,
gear swap section..... you can even
drop in on the Austin, Houston and
East Texas paddlers and see what's
going on around the state. Check
the DDRC website for a link to luv2paddle.com today!”
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President Prattle by Bryan Jackson
I hope everyone has been having as great a summer as I have. Being able to paddle way into August
thanks to the heavy rains has been fantastic.
Its time to get ready for the Trinity River Challenge, being held this year on September 11. Registration
is open and forms and rules are in the back of the newsletter. If you are planning to race, great, if not, we
still could use some volunteers to help with the two Watermelon Cleanups and with things on race day.
Contact Sam Sloan or myself if you can give us some help. We will be having two raffles at the race. The
first will be the regular raffle of donated items from our sponsors. The other will be for the Perception Antigua 12’ recreational kayak. Tickets for the kayak are $3 each or 4 for $10 and are on sale now. See Gail at
the August meeting.
Plan on attending the August and September meetings, as we will have a few guests coming to speak. At
the August meeting, Bruce Litton from the TRPA will be in to give everyone the Hidalgo Falls Property
orientation that’s required before you can have access to the gate combination. He will also be speaking
about the property in general and a future plans for it.
The September meeting will feature Adelaide Leavens. Adelaide is the Executive Director of Streams and
Valleys; a non-profit org that has been heavily involved in the development of the Trinity Park whitewater
dams in Ft. Worth and is currently drumming up support for a new bigger and cooler attraction for Gateway Park in East Ft. Worth. Adelaide will be on hand to tell us more about the projects and what we can do
to help.
Just when you thought it was safe to go paddle the Nueces, a bunch of our 4-wheelin’ friends are trying
to get the Uvalde County commissioners to approve a driving plan covering 65 miles of the Nueces and the
Frio rivers. It seems they just can’t wait to get back to chewing up the riverbeds and there is a loophole in
the recently passed law that would let local authorities allow it. Unfortunately it looks like the county might
just ok it too. If you want to write a letter to express your displeasure here’s the address:
Judge Mitchell and County Commissioners
#3 Courthouse Square
Uvalde, TX 78801
Your opinion on these matters does count, so please write today.
Our first Swap Meet and Dutch Oven Cook Off, while lightly attended was still a success I think. There
was all kind of cool stuff to buy, super food entries, and all who came had a good time. Thanks to Ray and
Mary again for letting us invade their backyard. Next time, we’ll do it in May or June (or maybe in the fall)
when it’s cooler.
That’s all I have this month, see you all at the meeting and the race!

Ft. Worth’s Next White Water Park

by Phil Lang

Now that Ft Worth has finished the Trinity White Water Park and has seen how successful it has
been, they are now ready to explore the idea of building a full-scale, world-class park in their city.
On August 3, Streams and Valleys, a non-profit organization in Tarrant County, held a meeting to
discuss a fundraiser to finance the final engineering of this new park. Larry Lewis of the DDRC
and I attended the meeting, along with a handful of other white water enthusiasts.
The fundraiser will be to bring back the design team to finalize plans for the new park. Look for
information on the website and bulletin board for details on this event!
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Newsletter EMAIL Issues
Please keep us posted of any changes in
your email address. If you’d like to get
the newsletter electronically, or haven’t
been getting it and you’re wondering
why, we might not have your correct
email. Send the editor your email address
at cathy_nelle@hotmail.com

As a participant in any DDRC activity, an individual assumes the responsibility of evaluating all inherent risks
before participating and assumes any
risk of death or injury inherent in the
sport. The participant waives claims
that may arise against the club, its
officers, members, servants, agents
and/or trip coordinators, for death
or injury to person or property, including claims of vicarious liability
and claims arising from civil recklessness or any degree of negligence.
Not waived are claims against an individual who causes injury intentionally or with criminal recklessness and
claims among driver, owner and passengers of a motor vehicle for injuries.
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Hidalgo Falls
Bruce Litton will be doing a presentation at the DDRC meeting on August 19 on the regulations for using the TRPA property at Hidalgo Falls.
That presentation will serve as an orientation to the property, and any
DDRC member who attends it is eligible for getting the combination for
this year (limited quantities available).
Combinations won't be given out at the meeting. Rather, they will be emailed after (a) a signed form is submitted acknowledging that the person agrees to the use conditions, and (b) confirmation is made that the
person has donated money or labor or is designated by a club as a clubsupported Hidalgo Falls user.
Because the DDRC has donated $333 this year, we can
currently designate 13 members to receive the combination. If more slots
are desired, either the club can donate more money to the Hidalgo Falls
project or encourage the members to join TRPA at the Protector ($25/yr)
level.

Rockport Ledge, Arkansas

by Phil Lang

Every year the Arkansas Canoe Club sponsors an event in Malvern, Arkansas called the Rockport Ledge Surf & Turf. Rockport
Ledge is a section of the Oachita River right as it passes under
Interstate 30 near Hot Springs.

There are scheduled releases from Remmel Dam almost every day during the summer. These
consistent releases draw quite a number of canoers , kayakers and rafters from around the state
and beyond. So, being the newbie kayaker that I am, I decided to check this event out. I was on
my own!
The drive is fairly easy. You just get on I-30, drive east for 4.5 hours, turn left and go 3 blocks. I
arrived Friday evening about 6 pm. There were a dozen or so locals hanging around that were
happy to show me the play spots and explain the area and events to take place over the weekend. After a few hours of drowning myself in one of the many play spots , I decided to call it a day.
Saturday I arrived 2 hours before the scheduled release. I ran into a couple of guys from Austin
and we decided to shuttle upstream and ride the release down to the ledge. There were about
100 or so boaters doing the same and we had a great float in the cold clear water down to Rockport. As we arrived I could see hundreds of paddles gleaming in the sunlight. Someone counted
200 kayakers! I hung around till about 3. My back started hurting, so I decided to take siesta and
come back about 6pm. I put in and found that I had the entire river to myself, with the exception of
2 inflatables that were playing in the big surf wave. I surfed until I couldn’t paddle anymore and
then checked into my hotel and passed out. Sunday brought a whole new set of boaters out. I met
more locals and more people from Austin and Dallas. The water came up about noon. I hung out
till about 3 and packed up and headed home.
The Arkansas Canoe Club hosted a great event. I believe there were people from Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas, and Missouri. I’m going to bet there were 400 boaters over the course
of the weekend. And the most amazing part was-everyone got along!
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July Urban Paddle Trip Report by Phil Lang
The hot, dry weather finally caught up with us this month. All the creeks and rivers finally settled down
enough for us to run a normal Urban Paddle and Potluck Adventure. We decided to put in just below the
fourth dam of the Ft. Worth White water Park on the Trinity River. A few people had some comments
about my weird driving directions, but no one (that I know of) got lost, nor did anyone bash the roof of
their car trying to drive under the railroad trestle.
We had over 20 participants this month. Everyone was in the water by about 9:30 a.m. We paddled into
downtown past the new Tandy Center, then headed up the West Fork of the Trinity. For the first time in my
life I was able to see the bottom of the river! We saw several large turtles scrambling for cover as we
floated over. After a couple of hours we made our way back to Trinity Park for lunch. There was the usual
variety, but Bryan had to leave before he could grace us with his famous hot dogs. Even though we were
picnicing under 300-year-old oak trees, the heat got the best of us and we adjourned about 1 p.m.
The white water park was running at about 48 cfs - hardly enough to keep the chutes in the dam wet, so
we headed home. Join us August 21 for a steaming hot time. We will post final information on the website
and the DDRC bulletin board soon!

Sloshing on the Sabine by Jeff Coker
(Part 1 of 3 — A 10-day journey begins…)

I can't tell you the last time the Rio Grande had enough water for an enjoyable float trip. I
guess it's going on 5 or 6 years now. A float trip was planned for the Rio Grande during the
Christmas break, but because of low water, the trip was changed to the Sabine River above
Longview and run down to near Toledo Bend or around 100 miles. We would leave the day after
Christmas for a ten-day trip down the river.
The characters in this story are the usual suspects found hanging around rivers or just
about any body of water when they can escape work, wives, or any of a thousand excuses used
to get away from home and float down a river.
Suspect #1 was Charles Edwards, a.k.a. Charlie or Carlos. Charles can usually be found
floating down the Grand Canyon, talking about an up and coming trip to the Grand Canyon, returning from a trip from the Grand Canyon, or planning a trip to the Grand Canyon. Charles has
more miles down the Grand Canyon than anyone I know and is the best boater and teacher I
have ever met, and can also make a mean river-rita!
Suspect #2 was Jack Deatherage, a.k.a. Jackie, Dell Dribble or Rusty Shackleford. Don't
let his small stature fool you. Jack has been known to do more than his fair share and has shown
almost super human ability. He should also be considered armed and flatulent, but he is not one
to toot his own horn.
Suspects # 3 and 4 were Weldon Sanders and a new face, Ray Foley. What can be said
about these 2 desperados that hasn't been said before? Ray is said to be a pyromaniac. His favorite song is "Light my Fire." Ray is a good person to have along when you need to bum something down, or in cold weather he will keep you warm. Weldon is said to be armed to the teeth. A
real survivalist, he can bring home the bacon.
Last but not least was my cousin Andy. This will be his first canoe adventure and multi
day camp trip. He was a virgin, and I didn't know how he would react on this trip. Andy also has a
God given talent of being an expert on everything. You know the type, on any subject, on any
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

topic, he knows more about it than anyone, and
is not afraid to tell you about it. Don't get me
wrong, I love my cousin in spite of his shortcomings. He was even nice enough to teach
me how to canoe even though this was his first,
canoe trip. I was happy to receive his canoe instructions; I didn't know I had been doing it
wrong the past thirty years. I have paddled
thousands of miles on most of the rivers and
streams across Texas; I have paddled rivers in
Arkansas, Colorado, and Mexico, doing it wrong
all the time. How was I to know I was doing it
wrong all the time? Thank goodness for Andy
showing me the errors in my canoeing technique, or I would still be doing it wrong.
The put -in on the upper Sabine is north
of Interstate 20 between Longview and Kilgore.
My wife, Gayelynn, acted as our shuttle driver
and drove us to the river. She would pick us up
down river in ten days. We couldn't have done
(To be continued…)
the trip without her.
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TRC Race Raffle Items
Boat: Try your luck to win a Perception
Antigua 12’ recreational kayak to be
awarded on race day. (Slightly used/
excellent condition) $3 = 1 ticket / $10 =
4 tickets.
Other Cool Raffle Stuff:
$1=1 ticket / $5=6 tickets / $10=13 tickets
• 12-inch decorated cookie
• 2 sets of water shoes
• Assorted canoe and kayak rentals
• 2 cabin rentals—K River
• 4 nights tent fee — K River
• Leatherman tool
• 6 books and CDs from Borders
• Lantern
• Cap
• 4 movie passes
• 2 diving masks
• 4 float trips
• 2 canoe trips
• 4 gift cards
• 2 paddles
• 1 canoe seat
• Backpacking food
• Waterproof digital camera
• Other assorted surprises
THANKS GAIL! AWESOME JOB!

EXCLUSIVE!! DDRC Decals and Patches
Only $1 each, 2 for $2, 5 for $5 What a deal!
(get them at the DDRC meetings)

Put ‘em on your canoe/
kayak, life jackets, swim
suits, paddles, packs, and
tents. That way folks will
know who you are when
you wipe-out in that
Class V.

MARILYN A. SCHOLL
MASSAGE THERAPY

BY APPOINTMENT
HOME: 972 370 5844
CELL: 214 208 3528

Gift Certificates Available.
A great way to give a unique gift to that loved one!
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Trinity River Challenge 2004 Official Rules and Application Instructions
Race start & finish is McInnish Park. The course is 5.5 miles upstream to turn around a buoy at Hebron Parkway and
return to the start / finish line at McInnish Park. Race day registration 7:45 a.m open, 9:15 a.m. close. Mandatory
9:15 a.m. race meeting for all competitors. Race starts at 9:45 a.m. Start / Finish line and registration on the
Elm Fork of the Trinity River at McInnish Park on Sandy Lake Road in Carrollton. Awards ceremony and hot
meal at 2 p.m. There will be a bake sale, refreshments, and raffle at start / finish.
Pre-registration by 8/30/2004 is $20 per person, includes TRC 2004 T-shirt and meal. Registration after that date or race
day is $25 includes meal and T-shirt if available. This is an American Canoe Association (ACA) sanctioned race. Participants must be members of the ACA or pay a $6, one-time event fee. ACA Waivers of Liability must be signed and will
be available at the race registration table, or online at http://www.acanet.org/pdf/aca-waiver.pdf. Join the ACA at http://
www.acanet.org/welcome.htm. Fees are payable by check, money order, or cash, to Dallas Down River Club. Entry
fees, race applications and waiver should be returned to DDRC Trinity River Challenge 2004, c/o Bryan Jackson, PO
Box 820246, Dallas, TX, 75382-0246. A registration table will be at the starting line for race day entries.

Definitions: Age on Race Day, September 11, 2004, from USCA
Junior - all persons under 18 years of age.
Junior / Adult - one person under 18 years of age, one person 18 years of age or older.
Adult - all persons 18 to 39 years of age.
Master - all persons 40 to 49 years of age.
Senior - all persons 50 to 59 years of age.
Veteran - all persons 60 to 69 years of age.
Grand Veteran - all persons 70 or more years of age.

Classes:
Aluminum (Mixed Division ONLY)– Any ALUMINUM canoe paddled by TWO PERSONS WITH SINGLE BLADE PADDLES ONLY
Recreation Solo Canoe – Any boat paddled by ONE PERSON WITH SINGLE BLADE PADDLES ONLY
Recreation Tandem Canoe – Any boat paddled by TWO PERSONS WITH SINGLE BLADE PADDLES ONLY
Recreation Solo Kayak – Any boat paddled by ONE PERSON WITH A DOUBLE BLADE PADDLE.
Recreation Tandem Kayak – Any boat paddled by TWO PERSONS WITH A DOUBLE BLADE PADDLE
White Water Kayak – Any boat paddled by ONE PERSON WITH A DOUBLE BLADE PADDLE UNDER 14 FEET IN LENGTH.
USCA Classes. Refer to USCA web site for details. Only persons competing for USCA or TCRA points may register for USCA class.
USCA class boats will be inspected and classification assigned at registration.
USCA - C1 ONE PERSON WITH SINGLE BLADE PADDLES ONLY
USCA - C2 TWO PERSONS WITH SINGLE BLADE PADDLES ONLY
USCA - Unlimited Solo ONE PERSON WITH A DOUBLE BLADE PADDLE
USCA - Unlimited Tandem TWO PERSONS WITH A DOUBLE BLADE PADDLE
Unlimited - Any boat with MORE THAN TWO PERSONS, will be registered as Unlimited Only.
Each canoe is limited to one (1) or two (2) people, except unlimited. If any crew member uses a double blade paddle, they race as
Kayak or Unlimited. Racers may not change classes once the race has begun. Any racer who knowingly races in the wrong class
will be disqualified.

Divisions:
Men, Women, Mixed, Junior
Mixed- one man and one woman in the crew.

Special Awards: Grand Champion award is for the fastest time of all entries. In addition to the above categories, first boat to
cross the finish line with all persons in Junior/Adult, Master, Senior, Veteran or Grand Veteran age, win a trophy. The Junior/Adult
Category is restricted to recreational canoe and kayak classes only. Aluminum and USCA classes are eligible in all other categories.
Tandem teams are aged by the YOUNGEST paddler in the boat.
Time Disqualification:
All boats must turn around at the Hebron Parkway bridge buoy within 1 hour and 30 minutes of their start or be disqualified. At that
time, safety sweep will launch from Hebron Parkway bridge to collect racers, who did not reach the turn around buoy. That way
everyone will be back at start / finish in time for lunch and awards ceremony.
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Application: Ninth Annual Trinity River Challenge Canoe Race
Saturday, September 11, 2004
Name:_____________________________________________________
Gender: (circle one) M

F

Shirt size: (circle one)

S

M

L

XL

XXL

XXXL

Age on race day: (circle one) Junior – under 18, Adult 18-39, Master 40-49, Senior 50-59, Veteran 60-69, Grand Veteran 70 or older
Address:___________________________________________________
City:____________________________ State:_____ ZIP:_________
Phone:(____)_____________________ Fax:(___)____________________
Email:_______________________________ ACA Membership No.:_____________________
Paddling Partner_____________________________________________
Gender: (circle one) M

F

Shirt size: (circle one) S

M

L

XL

XXL

XXXL

Age on race day: (circle one) Junior – under 18, Adult 18-39, Master 40-49, Senior 50-59,
Veteran 60-69, Grand Veteran 70 or older
ACA Membership No.:_____________________
Boat:(circle one) Recreation Canoe, Recreation Kayak, White Water Kayak, Aluminum, USCA
•

Canoes are SINGLE BLADE PADDLES ONLY

•

Kayaks are ANY DOUBLE BLADE PADDLE

•

White Water Kayaks are under 14 feet in length

•

Aluminum canoes are SINGLE BLADE PADDLES ONLY

•

Only persons competing for USCA or TCRA points may register for USCA class.

•

USCA class boats will be inspected and classification assigned at registration.

Payment enclosed: (circle one) Cash; Check No.: _______; Money Order; Amount ________
Reservations for rentals should be made as early as possible to ensure availability. Canoes can
be rented from:
High Trails Canoe, 3610 Marquis, Garland, TX 75042, 972-(2PADDLE)
North Texas Canoe Rentals (972)245-7475.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To be completed by the registrar (do not write below this line)
Class Code________________

Age Group Code______________
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DDRC Officers & Committees
PRESIDENT

VICE-PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

TREASURER/ROSTER

Bryan Jackson
972-564-2318

Sam Sloan

Marilyn Scholl

Gail Shipley

Bryan.Jackson@paddlinpals.com

svsloan@sbcglobal.net

Gerounsefell@cowtown.net

Gailshipley@earthlink.net

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Cathy Nelle
cathy_nelle@hotmail.com
Webmaster:
Jack Deatherage
972-222-1407
jfd2@prodigy.net

DDRC Newsletter Ad Rates

Website Content
Administrator
Angela Jackson
Angela_Jackson@ev1.
net

Type of Ad
Per Insertion
Annually
Business Cards (member)
Business Cards (non-members)

5.00
7.50

50.00
75.00

To advertise, contact Bryan Jackson at 972-564-2318
bryan.jackson@paddlinpals.com. We can take most any
format. All ads are payable by check to: DDRC, ATTN:
Newsletter Ad. P.O. Box 820246, Dallas, TX. 75382

Crazy Frog Communications
Business web design and
host services
Brian Harvey
Principal, Interactive
6003 Maple Ave., Suite 109
Dallas, TX 75235
214.352.1164
brian@crazyfrog.com

Environmental:
Ken Lock
214-823-5263
klockps@swbell.net
Librarian:
Open
Programs/Events:
David Harmon
817-327-4874
harmon
@geothermal.com
Trip Coordinator:
Ray Foley
214-331-6000
M) 214-908-5718
Yelofyar@hotmail.com
Public Relations/
Membership:
Beth Burgeson
catinapriorlife@hotmail.
com
Raffle:
Sally Soldo
ssoldo@parknet.pmh.
org

Safety:
Mary Beth Kvanli
MBKVANLI@aol.com
DDRC TP&W Representative:
Ken Lock
214-823-5263
klockps@swbell.net
Canoe Training:
John Pullman
214-824-0213
padlstandg@aol.com
Kayak Training:
Arnie Blatt
972-416-9194
Alan Tittle
214-827-2006
Alan.T@sbcglobal.net
TRC Raffle:
Open
Racing Coordinator:
Open
TRC Chairman:
Bryan Jackson
972-564-2318
Bryan.
Jackson@paddlinpals.com

DALLAS DOWNRIVER CLUB
P.O. Box 820246
Dallas, Texas 75382
The Official Newsletter of the Dallas
Downriver Club

DDRC
August 2004 Meeting
Thursday 7:00 PM
August 19, 2004
Enchilada’s Restaurant
6526 E. Northwest Hwy.
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